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Dear Friends, 
 

Our lives changed significantly after the election 

results appeared last week, whether we recognize 

it or not. And I suspect some of these changes will 

thrust new responsibilities upon us and on our 

lives as people of faith, who try (at least most of 

the time) to live as disciples of Jesus, walking in 

Christ’s way.  
 

As I begin to write this, I have just read from a 

number of news sources, about a number of black 

students who are starting their college careers at 

various schools across the country. Each received 

racists texts addressed to them personally, saying 

they would be picked up in  van the next day, to 

be taken as slaves. To us that may seem like an 

insignificant incident, but for the targeted 

students it was a horrifying experience.  Other 

women have shared “tweets” which are public 

expressions of blatant and disgusting misogyny. 

To some, those kinds of attitudes have always 

been a part of life; people who resist are 

discounted as being thin-skinned or naïve to think 

those attitudes and attacks can be controlled. 

Somehow these despicable expressions of hate 

have become acceptable. 
 

People tend to follow the direction of their 

leaders. An empathetic leader who encourages 

others to respect all people will shape the 

language of the rest of the members of whatever 

group they are leading. A mean spirited, 

vindictive leader who denigrates people and 

labels others as inferior and less than human, 

gives license to those who follow them to do the 

same.  The words and actions of the person in 

charge give permission for everyone else to do the 

same. Perhaps that was an unconscious reason so 

many people chose as they did. For some people, 

attacking and denigrating others is their chosen 

way to feel more powerful than others around 

them…the verbal bully syndrome.   
 
 

First United 
Presbyterian 

Church of Pine 

Plains  
3039 Church Street 

(to visit)  

P. O. Box 313 
(for mailing)  

Pine Plains, NY 12567 

Tel: (518) 398-7117 
  

To know the love of 
Christ; to show the 

love of Christ; and to 
grow in the love of 

Christ. 
  

All are welcome to 
join us at our weekly 

Sunday worship 
service at 11:00 a.m. 

 

       
Pastoral Care:  

For urgent calls, please 
call Pastor Jan directly 
at 845-214-7402. For 
non-urgent calls, please 
leave a message on the 
church office phone: (518) 
398-7117, which is not 
checked every day. 
 

Website:  
https://pineplainsunitedpresb
yterian.org/ 

 
Email: 
firstunitedpineplains@ 
gmail.com 
 

Hudson River Presbytery: 

www.hudrivpres.org 

As people of faith, we follow a 

different leader, Jesus Christ. The 

foundation of Christ’s way is God’s 

love and forgiveness, God’s grace 

offered freely to everyone.  God 

expects us to do justice, love 

kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

(Hosea)  God asks us to be repairers 

of the breach, the ones who build the 

streets of our communities, making 

them safe and secure places to live in. 

(Isaiah)  As people of faith, disciples 

of the Judeo-Christian way, we 

follow a leader who not only gives us 

permission to care for the 

marginalized, but a mandate to call 

out the hatred which tears us apart, to 

confront the injustice around us,  

AND to advocate for those who 

cannot always speak or advocate for 

themselves. 

 

I have often asked people, “What 

kind of a world do we want to live 

in?”  We have the ability to choose 

how we respond to what is happening 

around us. We have the ability to 

build up our communities and expect 

people be treated with dignity and 

respect.  We have the ability to 

educate ourselves about the real 

issues confronting our society and 

culture.  As people of faith we are 

going to be challenged to think about 

what our faith demands of us. I pray 

the Church and it’s people of faith 

will have the moral courage to follow 

Christ. 
 
Jan 

https://pineplainsunitedpresbyterian.org/
https://pineplainsunitedpresbyterian.org/
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Worship 
 

Sunday Worship is at 11:00 am.  

Our Leaders 
 

SESSION: Doug Hart (Clerk), John Hart, Deb Jackson, Ryan Orton, Jim Petrie, and Dyan Wapnick.                                                                               
DEACONS: Marva Blackmar, Delores Dickinson, Carol Hart, Peg Hart, and Pam Meccariello.  
TREASURER: Scott Chase 
 

Next Session Meeting:  Monday Dec. 2, 2024 at 7 pm. 
 

Mission 
Local Assistance  
Willow Roots: Distribution is the 1st and 3rd  Saturdays of the month from 10-11 am. 
Located at 7730 South Main Street, Pine Plains, NY. 
 
Pine Plains Food Locker: 
The monthly drive item for Nov. toothbrushes and toothpaste for adults + children. Toiletries always 
welcome.   
Please send $ donations to: 
Pine Plains Food Locker  
2852 Church Street Pine Plains, NY  12567  

  Distribution is the 2nd Saturday of the month at the Pine Plains Methodist Church, 3023 Church Street.  
 

Christmas Outreach and Special Offerings 
 

We will again have our “Mitten Tree” in our sanctuary this Advent 
Season. This is a long-standing project begun many years ago by our 
Sunday School teachers and our congregation has continued this 
tradition. Donations of children and adult size mittens, gloves, scarves, 
hats and socks are greatly appreciated and will be distributed to Willow 
Roots and the Community Food Locker.  
 
We plan on participating in the Adopt-a-Family program this year now 
being run by the North East Community Center. More info forthcoming. 
 

We will also contribute to our denomination’s Christmas Joy Offering which will be collected on 
Sunday, December 22. More on this special offering in the December newsletter.   
 

Events & Announcements 
 

On Sunday, November 24, we will have a pancake breakfast from 9:00 – 10:30 followed by worship 
at 11, then after worship we will setting up the church for Advent and the Christmas season. At 2pm 
there will be an Ecumenical Thanksgiving worship at the Catholic Church. 
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The Christmas Concert will be held this year on Sunday December 15th at 3 PM. Please join us for 
this annual First United tradition featuring an assortment of local musicians, young people, and 
“Margaret” our beloved 1926 Estey Pipe Organ played with skill by our organist Ryan Orton, as 
we usher in the holiday season. 

  

Thank You 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed towards our Annual Turkey Dinner in so many ways, 
whether it was donating food, cooking turkeys, helping in the kitchen, or packing and distributing 
the dinners. We sold 161 dinners and took in almost $3,000.00. After expenses, 25% of the proceeds 
will be split between our two local food pantries, Willow Roots and the Food Locker, helping to fight 
food insecurity in our community. 
 
Our next dinner will be the Corned Beef dinner in March. Stay tuned! 

             

    Tis the Season for Chili 
 
The weather is changing and there is a chill in the air.  In my home that 
means the crockpot comes out more frequently and is used for things 
other than homemade soups.  Case in point is chili.  Found several 
recipes that will appeal to everyone reading this.  Whether you use chili 
for football halftime dinners, snacks for kids after school or is in the 
dinner time rotation for the busy parents, everyone needs a good chili 
recipe. 
 

Let’s start with a basic recipe.  Easy to start in morning then fix any accompaniments when ready to 
serve. 
 

Ground Beef Chili 
Crockpot cook time, 3-4 hours on high, 6-7 on low 

6 servings 
 
1 T. olive oil 
1 large onion, diced 
1 lb. ground beef 
8 oz. can tomato sauce 
1 T. tomato paste 
1 10 oz. can diced tomatoes 
1 16 oz. can red kidney beans 
1 16 oz. can black beans 
 
Heat the olive oil in a large skillet.  Add the onion and beef and cook together until meat is browned 
and onion has softened.  Drain any fat then put in crockpot.  Add all of the other ingredients and set 
the cook time.  Serve with sliced green onion, sour cream, shredded cheese, taco chips or any other 
favorite topping. Can use ground pork for ground beef substitute or use a mixture of half and half as 
an option. 

      

     
 
         By Lynne Clinch 

1 ½ c. beef broth 
1 T. granulated sugar 
1 tsp. garlic powder 
¼ c. chili powder 
2 T. cumin 
1 tsp. each salt and pepper 
¼ tsp. cayenne pepper (optional) 
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Chicken Chili 
I found a Crockpot Chicken Chili recipe that you can use either ground chicken or turkey.  Have 
same cooking instructions as previous recipe. 
 
1 lb. ground chicken or turkey 
1 15 oz. can each black beans, kidney beans, corn (drained), and diced tomatoes with green chili.  
(Drain and rinse the beans before using.) 
1 small onion, diced 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1 c. chicken broth 
1 T. chili powder 
1 tsp. each cumin and paprika 
½ tsp. cayenne pepper (optional) 
Salt and pepper to taste 
 
Brown the ground chicken or turkey along with the diced onion and garlic in 1 T. olive oil.  Put in 
crockpot along with all other ingredients.  Cook as above.  Serve with favorite toppings.  Now you 
can use leftover roasted chicken.  Just shred up 2 to 3 cups.  Suggest you soften the onion and garlic 
first then add all to the crockpot.  You can also use fresh chicken breasts or thighs.  Put them in 
crockpot with all other ingredients after you soften the onion and garlic.  When the chicken is fully 
cooked after several hours, remove and shred.   Then put back in the crockpot and finish cooking the 
chili. 
 
For all you vegetarians or those who do meatless Monday, I have a vegan recipe for you.  What I 
found when researching this was that most of these recipes have way too many ingredients.  I found 
one that was very friendly to the cook and used typical ingredients.  Hurray for sensibility. 

 
Vegetarian Chile 

Crockpot cooking low 7-8 hours, high 3-4 hours 
4 servings 

1 medium onion, diced 
2 bell peppers, any color, washed and cut into ½ inch dice 
3 jalapenos, membrane and seeds removed then diced.  (If you like heat then leave some 
seeds/membranes). 
1 28 oz. can diced tomatoes 
1 15 oz. can each chickpeas, kidney beans and black beans, drained and rinsed 
2 T. chili powder 
1 tsp. salt 
¼ tsp cayenne pepper 
1 tsp. cumin 
As in the basic chili recipe soften the onion, jalapeno and bell pepper in small amount of oil.  Put all 
ingredients in crockpot and cook as directed above.  Serve with toppings of your choice. 
 
Next month is the annual cookie article.  Have a favorite recipe to share pass it on to me by the 
middle of the month.  Until then Happy Cooking….. 
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Stewardship 
 

Online giving with Venmo!  
1. Log into the Venmo app on your phone or tablet 
2. Click "Pay or Request" -- the big blue button at the bottom 
3. In the "Add Recipients" box type @FUPCPP (stands for First United Presbyterian Church Pine Plains) 
4. Select "FirstUnitedPresbyterianChurch Pine Plains" if it doesn't populate automatically 
5. Enter how much money you would like to donate 
6. Add "what it's for" -- you can do this in emojis which is fun!  
7. Click "Pay" on the bottom right-hand side 
8. Select your payment method  

9. Click "Pay" -- the big green button at the bottom 
10. You’re all set! 

Photos from Halloween Concert 
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Katherine Sweeney, Bob Cookingham and the Cookingham family, Chad Dickinson, Tim Greene (Fannie Place’s 
grandson-in-law, recovering from a car accident), Clifford Thorpe, Carol Frenzel (recovering from heart surgery), Don 
Bartles, Shirley and Walden MacPherson, Linda Wendover (recovering from a broken hip) and Ray Wendover (Linda's 
husband), Brendan Kilpatrick, Paul Hage (Peter’s brother), The Baker family (Ryan), Trudie Wilson, Amanda (Shirley’s 
granddaughter), Steven & Dylan Henderson, Lynne Schlude (Linda W.), Barbara Bay, Danielle Braham, Bill Dobie, Bill 
Bartlett, Malachi (toddler with leukemia), Laura Dennis, Ron Brandt (Ancramdale), Ellen White, Ola Yannetta (Linda 
Wendover's aunt), Carol Foley (Regeneration Church), Irene Dieter (Ancramdale Church), Bridget and Aylee, Laurena 
Mesnard, Craig Shelley, Joe (Susan), Barbara Gurbel, Millie Sheldon, Carey (Amanda Zick), Lynn (Linda Wendover’s 
sister), Melissa and Anthony, Gene Jernigan, Chun Ok Blackie (Jim and Margo Jackson’s sister-in-law), Caitlin Edge 
(Deb), Joann Amelio, Debra Rose, Marge (Laurie), Brittany. 
 
 
Noble Horizons: RuthAnn Pulver, Charlie Napoli 

The Manor at Woodside: Rod Davis 
 

In the military or Reserves:  
Daniele Braham, Jacob Coons, Garrett Cummings, Danny Hoysradt, Zach McDonnell, 
Pierre Mesnard, Brian Montross, Kyle Moskowitz, and Eric Wiltsie. 
And all those who have served in our military.  
 

 

 

If you wish to directly add to the list, please e-mail 

dyanwapnick@optimum.net 

 

Share a Blessing! 

Next Issue December 2024 

 

Submission deadline: November 25, 

2024 

 

Send submissions to: 

dyanwapnick@optimum.net 

 

November 17 – Twenty-Sixth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Congers, First 
Stewardship Team 
Transgender Day of Remembrance (11/20) 
November 24 – Christ-the-King/Reign of 
Christ Sunday 
Chester, First 
Cold Spring, First of Philipstown 
Matthew 25: Eradicate Systemic Poverty 
Sunday 
Hunger & Homelessness Sunday 

December 1 – First Sunday of Advent 
Carmel, Gilead 
World AIDS Day/Presbyterian HIV 
Awareness Day 
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