First United
Presbyterian
Church of Pine

Plains
3039 Church Street
(to visit)

P. O. Box 313
(for mailing)
Pine Plains, NY 12567
Tel: (518) 398-7117

To know the love of
Christ; to show the
love of Christ; and to
grow in the love of
Christ.

All are welcome to
join us at our weekly
Sunday worship
service at 11:00 a.m.

Pastoral Care:
For urgent calls, please
call Pastor Jan directly
at 845-214-7402. For
non-urgent calls, please
leave a message on the
church office phone: (518)
398-7117, which is not
checked every day.

Website:
https://pineplainsunitedpresb

yterian.org/

Email:
firstunitedpineplains@
gmail.com

Hudson River Presbytery:
www.hudrivpres.org
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Prayers

January 2025

Agape Harvest

Dear Friends,

January received its name and designation as the first
month of each new year in 1582, after an edict by Pope
Gregory XIII established the Gregorian calendar as the
official calendar of the Western world. January had
enjoyed “first month” status in the ancient Roman
calendar and in the Julian calendar, which was used to
count time starting around 45 BCE.

January was named after the Roman god, Janus. Janus,
in ancient mythology, had two faces, each one facing in
opposite direction from the other. One face pointed to
the past, the other to the future. Janus was said to be the
god of beginnings and endings, of gates and doorways.

People like new beginnings; they are a moment to reflect
on what was, wipe away old mistakes and resolve to start
over with better intentions and a clean slate. We like to
celebrate the start of something new, the first day of a
new job, the beginning of a new partnership or marriage,
the start of a new school year. The start of something is
filled with excitement and promise. The Church begins
its “new year” on the first Sunday of Advent, looking
forward to the birth of the baby Jesus.

With the closing of the old year, people also like to
review the major, life changing events which have
occurred over the last twelve months. News clips of
disasters, weather events which created havoc, sports
events in which records previously established were
broken, outcomes of elections, memories of special
heroes who have died, remind us of what we have
endured or celebrated, and remind us of how we have
changed both personally and as a culture. As we are
facing a new time, it is good to reflect on what has
shaped us and how we have been transformed.

Our ancient faith ancestors did this frequently.
Throughout the Hebrew scriptures the story of how
God chose the Hebrew people, helped them escape
from Pharaoh, provided food and fresh water in the
wilderness, established boundaries in the ten
Commandments to give people a structure for how to
live together is written. Stories constantly reminded the
Hebrew people of God’s special covenant with them.
When written words recorded their history, those words
were read regularly to keep their faith front and center in
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their lives. Christians of faith rehearse our
words of covenant with God through the
Incarnation, every Sunday when we gather
to worship.

On January 26t our church will, in a sense,
begin a new year. Our annual meeting is a
time of reviewing the past year as well as
looking to the future and asking where we
as a church are going. It will be fairly easy
to list our achievements and events of
2024. However, it will not be quite so
simple to look to our future, and plan who
we want to become. It is an almost
overwhelming temptation simply to limp
along with what we know, to allow the
future to unfold without planning for what
we want to happen...to gradually wither
away as fewer and fewer people attend
worship until one day we simply close our
doors. And if we are okay with that as our
future, we still need to intentionally plan,
so we ate able to have a proper celebration
of our church’s long history and
contribution to our community.

I think we have a future, a new
contribution to continue making to our
community. I think people of faith have a
story of hope and joy, forgiveness and
grace which desperately needs to be heard
by others and seen by others as we live out
what it means to be a Christ follower. Itis
not necessarily an easy mission; it takes
reflection and prayer, planning and
discussion, trials and errors, dedication and
commitment. Often it is a slow process; it
can be discouraging. And yet, it is the call
of God’s covenant to us; the call that
persistently screams in our faces, whispers
in our ears, sings in our hearts and beckons
to our feet...all with the promise of God’s
presence  in  the  Holy  Spirit
guiding/pulling/kicking us in the backside

into a journey of a lifetime.

Jan
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Worship

Sunday Worship is at 11:00 am.

Our Leaders

SESSION: Doug Hart (Clerk), John Hart, Deb Jackson, Ryan Orton, Jim Petrie, and Dyan Wapnick.
DEACONS: Marva Blackmar, Delores Dickinson, Carol Hart, Peg Hart, and Pam Meccariello.
TREASURER: Scott Chase

Next Session Meeting: Monday Jan. 13, 2025 at 7 pm.

Mission
Local Assistance

Willow Roots: Distribution is the 1**and 3™ Saturdays of the month from 10-11 am.
Located at 7730 South Main Street, Pine Plains, NY.

We delivered the collection of mittens, hats, scarves, and socks from our Mitten Tree to
Willow Roots on Saturday December 21.

Pine Plains Food Locker:

The monthly drive item for January is canned tuna. Toiletries are always welcome.

Please send $ donations to:

Pine Plains Food Locker

2852 Church Street Pine Plains, NY 12567

Distribution is the 2™ Saturday of the month at the Pine Plains Methodist Church, 3023 Church Street.

Events & Announcements

We will be taking down the Christman decorations in the Sanctuary on
Sunday, Jan. 5 after worship. Please stay and help.

Annual Meeting

Our annual congregational meeting and covered-dish luncheon will be
Sunday, January 26™ after worship, with a snow date of February 2™,
All reports are due to Dyan Wapnick by January 19™.

In case you were wondering why you didn’t get a December Agape Harvest --- it
was, regretfully, not able to be done. Dyan had a homeowner emergency (boiler
died) during the month of December. She thanks everyone who helped her in her
time of need and is grateful for the generosity of friends and neighbors.
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Photos from our Christmas Concert

Members of the Stissing Mountain High
School Band & Chorus performed at the
9th Annual Christmas Concert at the Pine
Plains Presbyterian Church on Sunday,
December 15th. Organized by Mr. Ryan
Orton, 8th Grade US History Teacher &
Organist of the Presbyterian Church, the
band played a piece with the Organ, and
the Chorus sang festive and modern
holiday songs under the direction of Mr.
Alec Sisco. Mrs. Rosalee Cade also sang
“Silent Night” and “O Holy Night.” Mr.
Gerard Lisella arranged the lighting for
the concert. It was a wonderful afternoon
getting everyone into the holiday spirit!
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NUTRITION . ..
: Annual Cookie Edition

H3INHOD

Personally, I like chocolate cookies. Don’t make many but I still like
chocolate cookies. Chocolate chip, butter cookie dipped in chocolate,
my Amish oatmeal cookies that has chips or just a plain chocolate
cookie. I like them all. Well, I went searching and found an excellent
recipe to share.

By Lynne Clinch
Chocolate Snowball Cookies
350 degree oven, 15 minute bake time, yield 24 cookies
1 c. soft butter (2 sticks) Y4 c. cocoa powder
2 ¢. powdered sugar plus extra for rolling /2 tsp- salt
1 tsp. vanilla 1 c. finely chopped pecans or walnuts
1 3% c. flour "2 ¢. mini chocolate chips — optional

Cream the butter and sugar. Add the vanilla and beat. In separate bowl mix the flour, salt and cocoa.
Add this mixture to the creamed mixture gradually. Mix until just combined. Add the nuts and chips
if using and fold in by hand. Roll dough into balls the size of walnuts (or use cookie scoop) and
place on cookie sheet lined with parchment paper. Bake in preheated oven for 12 to 15 minutes.
These cookies will be lightly brown on bottom and soft and tender inside. Cool on cookie sheet for
5 minutes. Then roll in powder sugar while still warm. When completely cooled roll again. These
cookies are very similar to the Russian Teacakes I've given you in the past. They make a wonderful
addition to cookie tray.
Turtle Cookies
350 degree oven, bake 10 to 12 minutes, about 48 cookies

1 c. butter (2 sticks) 1 tsp. baking soda

1 c. each granulated and brown sugar Vs tsp. salt

2 large eggs 1 c. semi-sweet chocolate chips

2 tsp. vanilla 1 c. caramel bits or soft caramels chopped
22 c. flour 1 c. chopped pecans

%a c. cocoa powder Extra melted chocolate for drizzling

Cream butter and both sugars until light and fluffy. Add the eggs and vanilla and mix until well
combined. Mix in separate bowl the dry ingredients and gradually add to the creamed ingredients.
Now add the remaining chips, caramel and nuts and fold in. Scoop into 1 2 inch balls and place 2
inches apart on parchment lined cookie sheet. Bake 10 to 12 minutes until edges are set but centers
are soft. This is key! Cool on cookie sheet then wire rack until completely cool. Then drizzle with
the melted chocolate.

Tips on cookie baking:
e Always preheat your oven.
e Use parchment paper or silicone baking mats to aid in cleanup.
e [ et cookies cool for a few minutes before moving to wire racks or brown paper to completely cool.
® Dark cookie sheet bake cookies faster so keep that in mind when timing the baking time.
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e Chilling dough will prevent cookies from over spreading while baking.
e All recipes use large eggs unless otherwise specified.

e Always store your cookies in air tight containers.

e Cookie doughs can be made and frozen to bake later.

e Always get all ingredients out and ready to use. That means to review the recipe before starting the
process.

e Have butter and eggs at room temperature.
e Baking powder and baking soda are not the same thing and cannot be interchanged in any recipe.

Cake mix cookies 2 ways:
1. Take any brand boxed cake mix, use any flavor and 1 (8 oz.) tub of defrosted cool whip and

gently fold together until the mixture is smooth and mixed. Take care not to over mix. This
dough will be sticky so line your cookie sheets with parchment or silicone mats. It’s easiest to
use a cookie scoop (1.5 T. scoop) to portion out the dough spacing them about 2 inches apart.
If desired, sprinkle candy sprinkles on before baking. Bake in 350 oven for 10 minutes. They
will look under done but that’s the way they are supposed to look. They will have crisp exterior
and soft interior.

2. Take any brand and flavor cake mix and add 1/3 c. oil and 2 eggs. Mix well and chill since
dough will be sticky. Scoop into balls and roll in powdered sugar. Place on parchment cookie
sheet and bake in 350 oven for 10 minutes. Let cool on cookie sheet for several minutes then

remove.

As always have fun and make the recipe your own by adding nuts and sprinkle decorations. I always
enjoyed making cookies with my grandchildren. Trust me, they remember! As always happy
baking....

Stewardship

Online giving with Venmo!
1. Log into the Venmo app on your phone or tablet
2. Click "Pay or Request" -- the big blue button at the bottom
3. In the "Add Recipients" box type @FUPCPP (stands for First United Presbyterian Church
Pine Plains)
Select "FirstUnitedPresbyterianChurch Pine Plains" if it doesn't populate automatically
Enter how much money you would like to donate
Add "what it's for" -- you can do this in emojis which is fun!
Click "Pay" on the bottom right-hand side
Select your payment method
Click "Pay" -- the big green button at the bottom

N e R AR

You’re all set!

The per capita (per member) amount due to Presbytery for this year will be $40.85.
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Agape Harvest January 2025

If you wish to directly add to the list, please e-mail
dyanwapnick@optimum.net

Pam Meccariello (recovering from a fall), Katherine Sweeney, Bob Cookingham, Chad Dickinson, Tim Greene
(Fannie Place’s grandson-in-law, recovering from a car accident), Clifford Thorpe, Carol Frenzel (recovering from
heart surgery), Shirley and Walden MacPherson, Linda Wendover, Brendan Kilpatrick, Paul Hage (Peter’s brother),
The Baker family (Ryan), Trudie Wilson, Amanda (Shirley’s granddaughter), Steven & Dylan Henderson, Lynne
Schlude (Linda W.), Barbara Bay, Danielle Braham, Bill Dobie, Bill Bartlett, Malachi (toddler with leukemia), Laura
Dennis, Ron Brandt (Ancramdale), Ellen White, Ola Yannetta (Linda Wendover's aunt), Carol Foley (Regeneration
Church), Irene Dieter (Ancramdale Church), Bridget and Aylee, Laurena Mesnard, Craig Shelley, Joe (Susan), Barbara
Gurbel, Millie Sheldon, Carey (Amanda Zick), Lynn (Linda Wendover’s sister), Melissa and Anthony, Gene Jernigan,
Chun Ok Blackie (Jim and Margo Jackson’s sister-in-law), Caitlin Edge (Deb), Joann Amelio, Debra Rose, Marge

(Laurie), Brittany.

Noble Horizons: RuthAnn Pulver, Charlie Napoli
The Manor at Woodside: Rod Davis

The Baptist Home: Delores Dickinson

In the military or Reserves:

Daniele Braham, Jacob Coons, Garrett Cummings, Danny Hoysradt, Zach | dyanwapnick@optimum.net
McDonnell, Pierre Mesnard, Brian Montross, Kyle Moskowitz, and Eric

Wiltsie.
And all those who have served in our military.

Share a Blessing!
Next Issue February 2025

Submission deadline: January 25, 2025

Send submissions to:

Hudson River Presbytery Prayer Calendar 2025

As a Presbytery family, we hold each other in prayer — all of us sisters and brothers in Christ. We invite you to lift up
prayers for our churches, our staff, and our ministry partnerships, including them in your
pastoral prayers each week, and in your church bulletins. The Church is all of us - made one in Christ.

January 5 — Second Sunday of
Christmas

Amenia Smithfield

Ancramdale, First

Epiphany of the Lord (1/0)
January 12 — Baptism of the Lord
Beacon, First

Bedford, First

Ecumenical Week of Prayer for

Christian Unity begins (1/18)

January 19 — Second Sunday after Epiphany
Bethel, For Faith Parish

Brewster

Commissioned Ruling Elders

Rev. Debra Bronkema, Director of New
Worshipping Communities, Presbytery
January 26 — Third Sunday after Epiphany
Campbell Hall, First of Hamptonburgh

Rev. Susan De George, Stated Clerk, Presbytery
Holmes Camp and Retreat Center

February 2 — Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Carmel, Gilead

Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies




