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Agape Harvest

Dear Friends,

This past week I had my second encounter with
shingles, the painful manifestation of the chicken
pox virus that afflicts mostly older adults. And I
have come to one conclusion: poor Job, the
faithful man who has a whole book of scripture
dedicated to his story, must have been suffering
from the ancient form of shingles. His story is
notable because he, like many other heroes in
scripture, refused to abandon his faith in God’s
goodness even in the midst of his illnesses and
calamities. Even when his “friends” visited him
and tried to convince him his trust in God was
misplaced, Job stubbornly professed his belief in
God’s goodness and faithfulness.

Habakkuk was another hero who affirmed and
re-affirmed his trust in God. In the midst of
terrible famine and devastating war, in a time
when the rich took more and more and the poor
grew poorer and poorer, Habakkuk prayed to
God, confessing and pleading with God, asking
“God, how can you destroy the nations without
mercyr”

God answers Habakkuk, telling him to “write the
vision and make it plain up on the tablets, for
there is still a vision (from God) for the appointed
time.” God also tells him, if this vision “seems to
tarry, wait for it; it will surely come.” We do not
know how much waiting was endured, but the
final three verses of this book always bring me
hope: “Though the fig tree does not blossom, and
no fruit be on the vine; though the produce of the
olive fails and the fields yield no food; though the
flock is cut off from the fold, and there is no herd
in the stalls, yet, I will rejoice in the Lord; I will
exult in the God of my salvation. God, the
Lord, is my strength; God makes my feet like
the feet of a deer, and makes me tread upon
the heights.”

Nutrition Corner 4

Prayers 6

Despite whatever side of the political
spectrum into which a person falls,
the rapid and constant change throws
our communities and society into
chaos. The wholesale firing of masses
of people and the shifting of policy
decisions and arbitrary withdrawal of
funds for programs established to
make life easier for the majority of
citizens, destroys peoples’ lives. We
have abandoned our long-time allies
and struck up alliances with former
enemies. Thousands of people
struggle with constant fear and
uncertainty about their futures. For
many, the times seem bleak.

Our society also struggles with a
terminal illness: the loss of hope and
trust. After several generations of
children who have not grown up in
the faith, learned the stories of God’s
witnesses who waited patiently and
did not give up on God’s love, we
have lost a rock foundation which
used to secure peoples’ most basic
understanding of who people are. We
have lost the basics of community in
which we see others as neighbors, in
which we “have each other’s backs”,
in which we view and trust others to
be decent, caring and trustworthy
people. Too often our attitude
toward others is one of distrust and
fear.

Maybe the hope God needs the
church to proclaim loudly and
proudly, is the message that calls us
to see the face of Christ in the faces
of everyone, whether their bodies are
covered in tattoos or their clothes
goth black and covered with chains.

Jan
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Worship

Sunday Worship is at 11:00 am.

Our Leaders

SESSION: Doug Hart (Clerk), John Hart, Deb Jackson, Ryan Orton, Jim Petrie, and Dyan Wapnick.
DEACONS: Marva Blackmar, Lynne Clinch, Delores Dickinson, Carol Hart, Peg Hart, and Pam
Meccariello.

TREASURER: Scott Chase

Next Session Meeting: Monday April 21, 2025 at 7 pm.

Mission

Reminder of New Mission Activity

The Mission Committee has chosen a new mission activity for our church. Many of us take
prescriptions and have numerous pill bottles lying around after the medicine has been taken.
M-25 ministries (based on Matthew 25 “as you did it to the least of these, you did it to me”
verses) receives empty pill bottles and sends them on to clinics which have donations of
medicine but not the proper receptacles in which to dispense them to needy people. Thoroughly
clean the bottles and dry the bottles, remove ALL labels and the stickiness on the bottle and
bring them to the back of the church where there will be a basket in which you can donate your
bottles. We will get them to the group that will send them on to be re-used.

Corned Beef Dinner Recap

We had a very successful dinner with over 105 takeouts. Thank you to everyone who donated,
helped, and/or purchased a dinner!! From our profit we will be sending $153 to each of the
food pantries. Also, we gave all of our leftovers to Willow Roots who were able to make about
21 dinners from them. They will keep the rest to give out to those who don’t make dinner for
themselves during the next week or so.

Local Assistance

Willow Roots: Distribution is the 1*tand 3™ Saturdays of the month from 10-11 am.
Located at 7730 South Main Street, Pine Plains, NY.

Pine Plains Food Locker:

The monthly drive item for March is laundry detergent; for April it’s dish liquid. Toiletries are always
welcome.

Please send $ donations to:

Pine Plains Food Locker

2852 Church Street Pine Plains, NY 12567

Distribution is the 2™ Saturday of the month at Pine Plains Methodist Church, 3023 Church St.
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Events & Announcements

Lenten Book Study

We had our first book study after church on March 9* accompanied by a delicious soup made
by Pastor Jan. We began by learning about apostolic leadership, and listed some things that we
telt our church has done well in the past.

Paul Nixon is a United Methodist pastor who has spent the last ten years consulting with
churches who were “dying” and helped them grow into new life and ministry. He has written
two books: I Refuse to L.ead a Dying Church!, and We Refused to L.ead a Dying Church! The

tirst book focuses on traits a living church embodies, while the second book shares the journey

of 5 different faith groups as they grew into a more faith-filled identity, a more compassionate
community, and a more generous ministry. We hope you will consider joining us for these six

weeks.

Palm Sunday and Holy Week Schedule

Palm Sunday April 13: regular worship at 11 am with palms.

Maundy Thursday April 17: at 6:30 pm we will share a meal together, followed by a service at
7:00 pm.

Easter Sunday April 20: the Sunrise Service will be on Winchell Mountain at 6:30 am, then a
pancake breakfast at 9:30 am at First United followed by our worship service at 11:00 am.

Coffee Hour Returns!
We have heard from many of you that you miss the fellowship of Coffee Hour. So, beginning

on Sunday, April 27, we will have a covered-dish Coffee Hour every 4™ Sunday of the month.

Everyone should bring something to share, and no one will be “in charge.”

Chicken BBQ

Stay tuned for more information on our annual Memorial Day Chicken BBQ)!

Page 3
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Southern Comfort Foods

NUTRITION

>

The saying i1s “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.” So my
thought is, when in the south cook as the Southerners do. So I
began searching for a few good southern comfort foods. Of course
tried chicken popped into my mind BUT I didn’t want nor did I
have anything to deep fry in so I looked for oven fried recipes.
Have to admit. I have not made this yet but will before I’'m home
again. It’s made with chicken thighs and legs, a less expensive piece
of chicken, and items already in your pantry.

H3INHOD

By Lynne Clinch

Crispy Oven Fried Chicken

400 degree oven for 35 to 45 minutes, serves 4
4 to 6 skin on thighs
4 to 6 skin on drumsticks
1 c. buttermilk
2 tsp. hot sauce (optional)
1 c. flour
1 tsp. each of garlic powder, onion powder and paprika
"2 tsp. cayenne pepper (optional)
Salt and pepper to taste
2 c. panko breadcrumbs

Y4 c. parmesan cheese, grated
2'T. olive oil

Mix hot sauce if using with the buttermilk in large bowl. Add the chicken, cover and refrigerate
atleast 1 hour. Overnightis even better. Preheat the oven and line baking sheet with parchment
to aid in the clean-up. Next take 2 bowls and mix the panko, cheese and olive oil in one. In
the other place all the remaining ingredients and mix well. Take the chicken from the
refrigerator and remove from the marinade allowing excess to drip off. Dredge each piece in
the flour mixture then back into the buttermilk then press in the breadcrumb mixture. You may
need to press firmly to ensure even coating. Place on baking sheet then into the oven. Serve
either hot or cold and enjoy.

Collard Greens
6 servings, cooking time at least 2 to 3 hours minimum

This recipe was told to me by a lady here in the condo. No actual measurements given but I tried to
get as much info as I could. So, you may have to adjust the seasonings for your taste. Start with a
little then add if necessary.

5-6 cups cut up collards that have been washed thoroughly and stems removed.

1 medium onion diced (Vidalia is recommended)

Smoked Turkey leg or wings or neck, all easily found in supermarket

2 chicken bouillon cubes dissolved in 1 cup of water

Now the tricky part... Start with 2 tsp. each of onion powder and garlic powder and pinch of red
pepper flakes.
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To put together put small amount of oil in Dutch oven. Add onions and sauté for 4-5 min. Add the
greens and everything else then cover with additional water. Bring to boil, reduce to simmer and
cover the pot. Start checking around 2 hours. They’re done when meat starts falling off the bone.
That’s what I was told. Remove the meat from the pot and shred up then return to pot. Stir well
then taste. Add more seasoning if needed. Some people like vinegar in their greens. It can be added
at this point. I would use my crockpot to make this dish.

Pecan Butter Cookies

There are so many great southern dishes I could share but I decided to share this cookie recipe.

1 c. butter, softened

Y2 c. each brown and granulated sugar
2 tsp. vanilla

1 egg

2 c. flour

1 tsp. baking soda

Y2 tsp. salt

1 c. pecans, toasted then chopped

Cream the butter and sugars until light and fluffy. Add the egg and vanilla mixing well. Add
dry ingredient and mix until combined. Last add the nuts and stir. Drop by cookie scoop onto
parchment lined cookie sheet. Space about 2 inches apart. Bake until golden brown around the
cookie edge. That’s around 10 to 12 minutes in 350 degree oven.

There are so many wonderful recipes coming from the southern states. Craving something
new? Go to the internet and check them out. For now --- Happy Cooking...

Stewardship

Online giving with Venmo!
1. Log into the Venmo app on your phone or tablet
2. Click "Pay or Request" -- the big blue button at the bottom
3. In the “Add Recipients” box type @FUPCPP (stands for First United Presbyterian Church Pine
Plains)
Select “FirstUnitedPresbyterianChurch Pine Plains” if it doesn't populate automatically
Enter how much money you would like to donate
Add "what it's for" -- you can do this in emojis which is fun!
Click "Pay" on the bottom right-hand side
Select your payment method
. Click "Pay" -- the big green button at the bottom

You’re all set!

00 oL

The per capita (per member) amount due to Presbytery for this year will be $40.85.
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PRF\\ER R EQUE.\T\ If you wish to directly add to the list, please e-mail

dyanwapnick@optimum.net

Dorothy Whitaker, Delores Dickinson, Pam Meccariello, Chad Dickinson, Tim Greene (Fannie Place’s grandson-in-
law, recovering from a car accident), Clifford Thorpe, Carol Frenzel (recovering from heart surgery), Shirley and Walden
MacPherson, Linda Wendover, Brendan Kilpatrick, Paul Hage (Peter’s brother), The Baker family (Ryan), Trudie Wilson,
Amanda (Shirley’s granddaughter), Steven & Dylan Henderson, Lynne Schlude (Linda W.), Barbara Bay, Danielle
Braham, Bill Dobie, Bill Bartlett, Malachi (toddler with leukemia), Laura Dennis, Ron Brandt (Ancramdale), Ellen
White, Ola Yannetta (Linda Wendover's aunt), Carol Foley (Regeneration Church), Irene Dieter (Ancramdale
Church), Bridget and Aylee, Laurena Mesnard, Craig Shelley, Joe (Susan), Barbara Gurbel, Millie Sheldon, Carey
(Amanda Zick), Lynn (Linda Wendover’s sister), Melissa and Anthony, Gene Jernigan, Chun Ok Blackie (Jim and Margo
Jackson’s sister-in-law), Caitlin Edge (Deb), Joann Amelio, Debra Rose, Marge (Laurie), Brittany.

. _ . Share a Blessing!
Noble Horizons: RuthAnn Pulver, Charlie Napoli Next Issue May 2025

The Manor at Woodside: Rod Davis
Submission deadline: April 25, 2025
In the military or Reserves:
Daniele Braham, Jacob Coons, Gatrett Cummings, Danny Hoysradt, Zach | Send submissions to:
McDonnell, Pierre Mesnard, Brian Montross, Kyle Moskowitz, and Eric | dyanwapnick@optimum.net
Wiltsie.

And all those who have served in our military.

Hudson River Presbytery Prayer Calendar 2025

As a Presbytery family, we hold each other in prayer — all of us sisters and brothers in Christ. We invite you to lift up
prayers for our churches, our staff, and our ministry partnerships, including them in your
pastoral prayers each week, and in your church bulletins. The Church is all of us - made one in Christ.

March 23 — Third Sunday in Lent Holy Week begins (4/14)
Haverstraw, Central International Day of Farmers’ Struggles
Katonah, First 4/17)
March 30 — Fourth Sunday in Lent April 20 — Resurrection of the Lord/Easter
Liberty, First Day
April 6 — Fifth Sunday in Lent Hortonville, For Faith Parish
Highland, First Deborah Milcarek, General Presbyter
Matthew 25: Build Vital Congregations Earth Day (4/22)
Sunday April 27 — Second Sunday of Easter
April 13 — Palm/Passion Sunday Irvington
Hillburn, Brook HRP Green Partnership Team
Presbyterian Foundation Staff
Mental Health month begins on May 1




